PRESERVING O UR NATION"*S HERITAGE S PRING 2 0 0 3

AL

PN |'a"l'|'.|.|'||"|._

=" TENTOF
MANY VOICES

TRAVEL ITINERARY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

Wit e sman s




Preserve America

| BY FRAN P. MAINELLA |

THIS ISSUE OF COMMON GROUND ma1ks a new beginning br this
flagship cultural resources publicaton of the National Park
Service. We are wdening the magazine’s focus bepnd archeol-
ogyand ethnogn phy © offer a multidisciplinay look atall
aspects of cultural resource management and htieric preserva-
tion. We’ve adled “Preserving Our Mtion’s Heritage” to the
name to reflect this new sope. | COMMON GROUND:
PRESERVING OUR NATION’S HERITAGE will continue to provide
readers wih qualityartles on initiatives, approaches, and proj-
ects—and the people behind them. Innovation, creativity, ac
collaboration will be celebrated and the highest standards o
excellence encouraged. Publihed quarterly, he magazine will
take a close-up view d preservation in the national parks, on
other Federal lands, and in cities, S tes, and neghborhoods
across the Nation. | THIS INAUGURAL ISSUE reports on the
bicentennial celebration of Meriwether Lewis and William
Clark’s Corps ¢ Discovery. Hundreds of communities, Sates,
nonprofits, tribes, and Fedeal agencies are participating ithe
four-year-lag commemaation of the grand expediton
charged by President Thomas Jefferson wih discovering a wa ter
passage to he Pacific Northwest. Exemplifying a virtual seam
less network of parks, sites all almg the route will celebrate
their connection to Lewis and Clark—and to each dter.
COMMON GROUND WILL be joined this fall by the re-engineerirg
of yet another popular National Park Service publicatin, CRM:
The Journal of Heritage Stewardship. Evolving from the proud
25-year traditn of its names&ke—CRM magazine—he journal
will become an authoritative resource o professional, peer-
reviewed artiles offering the latest in researh, thoughtful
pieces on emerging issues, and reviewsfeexhibits, books, tech-
niques, and technologies acrosshe cultural resource disct
plines. Both publicatdns will be available on the National Paik
Service webste. | PLANS ARE also underway fa an online clear
inghouse to share best practices and appoaches as well as a new
monthlydigital newsletter on grant oppatunities, new Aws and
policies, and other timely topics. See the back cover of this mag
azine for more information and an invtiation to subscribe.
THESE INITIATIVES are part ¢ our commitment to meet he high
standards hat Secreta1y of the Interior Gale Norton has set for

the Department o the Interior and Hr us all.The Secretary has
made the “Four C’s” —Conailtation, Communicatdn, and
Cooperation, all in the service of Conservation—the cornergone
of her tenure.The changes come in response to suggestbns
solicited from our colleagues, partners, and dter stakeholders
nationwide on how we communicde with the heritage communi
ty. | THOUGH THE CHANGES have been a long time in coming, they
couldn’t have been more timely. On Marh 3, First Lady Laura
Bush announced he President’s “Preserve America” inititive in a
speech to the National Association of Counties. Developed by the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation at the direction of the
White House, a keypart 6 the initiative is an executie order
directing Fedenl agencies to dewlop partnerships to impove the
preservation and protection of historic properties. | IN ADDITION,
the National Trust for Historic Preservation has launched a
national campaign toraise publicwareness d preservation. A
series of public service announcements, creed in partnership
with the Ad Council, is running in newspapers and being broad
caston television and rade. The Trust has also6rged a partner
ship with HGTV to air programming on peservation projects.

IN HER REMARKS on Preserve America, he First Lady underscored
the importance of the initiative stating, “America is blessed wh
historic axhitecture, landscapes, ande@mmunities. Kery one
tells a story about the past and provides insight for the future. But
to prepare Pr the future, we must remember our hiery”

TODAY, OUR FUTURE is full of challenges unthinkable before
September 11, 2001. Byemembering our hisory, we can find wis
dom in the words that still reverbente through Independence
Hall. We can find @urage in he stories of the brave soldiers at
Valley Forge. We can find inspintion in the lasting acomplish-
ments of the Southwest’s ancient clif dwellers. We can fird
strength in the determimation of American poneers Meriwether
Lewis and William Clark andleir guide, the young Shoshone
mother Sacagwea. We can find resolve inlte audacitythat drove
the Wright Brothers to defygmvityand to fly. Byremembering our
history, we can reafirm our beliefin the resilience of the
American people. REMEMBERING history has never been mae
important. Our vork to preserve history has never been mae
necessary. We stand together, on this our o mmon ground.

Fran P. Mairlla is Diredor of the National Park Service.
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NEWS

CLOSEUP

LANDMARK urpaTe

Taking Stock of Our National Historic Landmarks

The most honored places from the nation’s past—National Historic Landmarks—are preserved for
their exceptional value as tangible elements of the American narrative. The National Park Service,
which monitors these treasures, recently issued an update on their condition. The assessment con-
cludes that most have kept their integrity and are well cared-for. Much-needed funding from the
NPS-administered Save America’s Treasures initiative and similar efforts have gone a long way to
make this possible, a trend that will have to continue if our landmarks are to be preserved.

Ninetyfive percent of the country’s 2,342 NHLs are in good ondition, up from 94 percent three years ag,
Deterioration and dewlopment continue to be the main threats but,dr the most part, te effort to save these
places has been a siccess.

More than half of the landmaks are priatdy owned. State and local jurisditions adminiser 22 percent, tribes
less than 1 percent, andhe Federal Government 13 percent. Grer half are open to the public.

In monitoring NHLs, the National Park Service ranksltem on a scale ranging frm satifactory to lost. Within
that spectrum are “wtched” (impending threat), “thre@ned” (imminent threat or sevety damaged), axl
“emergency” (catastrophic damage requiring immeade action). Each year,he condition of some NHLs
improves while others worsen.Today, 107 landmaks are onsidered thredened while 291 are on he watch list.

Overall, the number of threatened landmaks has dropped by 30 in the last two years. Mam hawe been upgrad
ed to watched status. Though the number in good condition rose by onlyr percent since he last update, this is
considered positive because there had been virtuallyno upard moement in this caegory over the past twelve
years.

The main threat to hitoric landmaks, regardless 6 who owns them or where theyare locaed, is deterioration.
In historic distrtts, demoliton and imppropriate alterations are te prevalent threats. Bittefields and axheolog-
ical sites suffer from development, agriciture, eroson, and looting.

Onelandmark has recetlybeen lost and anoher will soon be gone. Resurrectbn Manaor, a 17th centuyy farm-
house in Maryland, was bulldzed for new dewvelopment. A rodket engine test facilityin Cleeland—desdgnated an
NHL as part of a National Park Service stug on historic properties related to space exploration—is to be demol-
ished to expand an airpat.

Recent funding initatives have brightened the future of our landmaks. Since 1999, Congress has provided $30
million annuallyin Sue America$ Treasures grant mtching funds.This money has benefitted, ammg others, the
ancient clif dwellings of Colorado’s Mesa Vere National Park and Fank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater in
Pennsylvania The National Park Service’s Chllenge Cost Share grant pogram has also payed a laige role.

The National Park Service dentifies potential NHLs, and works with those who own or managehem. It also
collabora s with States, tribes, and nongofit groups such as the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The
agencyprovides preservation training, technical assiance, and onsultation. The National Park Service also
offers classroom-ready lesson plans and tavd itineraries on he web that feature NHLs.

For mare information about the NHL p rogram, grants, or indidiial landmaks, vist www.cr.nps.gv/nhl.

RECENT FUNDING
INITIATIVES HAVE
BRIGHTENED THE
FUTURE OF OUR
LANDMARKS.
SINCE 1999, SAVE
AMERICA'S
TREASURES
GRANTS HAVE
SUPPLIED $30
MILLION
ANNUALLY IN
MATCHING
FUNDS.
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CHALLENGING oo

Recognizing History in Our Interstate Highway System

by Lynne
Sebastian

Not long ago | was asked to discuss interstate highways from the perspective of
my experience as a former State Historic Preservation Officer. I'm not sure that
the experience necessarily left me any more prepared to tackle this daunting
issue than anyone else, but I will give it a try.

I distinctly remember e dayanother preservation officer told me that her office was
evaluating whether a power line was eligible 6r the National Register of Historic
Places. Along vista opened down whih I had never mnsidered going, and dwn which
I definitelydid not think I wamed to go. And I remember thinking to nyself, “I sure
hope I’'m out of this job before we get to the point of evaluating freevays” And, as it
turned out, I got my wish, but despte that, here I am, faced wth the question.

This isn’t actuallythe most difficult case I have had to deal wih lately concerning a
propertyfrom the recent past.That would be last year vhen I had totell a client, an
energydevelopment compary, that I thought that one of their natural gas pipelines
might be eligible for the National Register and shaild be considered an higoric proper-
ty for the purposes of preservation law.

Interstates are part ¢ a whole dass of properties that I found very difficult to deal

with when I was a preservation officer, and I still find hem very difficult as a consultant.

The category includes things like railroads and irgation systems and power lines ard
pipelines. Theyare dificult to deal wih because theyare linear;teyare furctioning,
engineered gstems; theyare not te kinds of properties that were envisoned when the
National Register was creged; and theyare recent-past poperties, whih means that
we have no body of experience to draw on when we begin to evaluate them.

First of all, theyare linear. Linear joperties are dificult for a couple of reasons. For
one thing theycan be very long and mosly what you see in State Historic Preservation
Offices is some tiny, project-specific window on them. When you are aked to make
decisions or reommendations at this scale, it is kind 6like the visuallychallenged men
and the elephant. It is almost impossible to ealuate these properties—or the effects of
publicly funded undertakings on them—absent a lager understanding o their context.

The other difficulty is a medanical me. It is difficult to manage inérmation about
linear properties even ifyou haw a sophisticaed data managementgstem, as we doin
New Mexico—especially when that system was set up, as virtuallgll of them are, b
manage point or polgon data for archeological sites, buildings, and distréts. In general,
the system just doesn’t want to hear abat a polygon that is 423 miles Img and 20 feet
wide.

The second problem is that these kinds of properties are livinggstems. They were
designed and engineered to perérm a specifc function. In order for them to have con-
tinued per brming hat function long enough to become historic, they have to have
been mairtained and upgraded,ttey hawe to have evolved. Otherwise they would have
turned irto archeological sites and we know how to deal wth those.

THE BAD NEWS
IS THAT EVERY-
ONE IS EQUALLY
UNCERTAIN
ABOUT HOW TO
DEAL WITH THIS
ISSUE. THE
GOOD NEWS?
WELL, | GUESS
THE GOOD
NEWS IS THAT
YOU DON'T
HAVE TO FEEL
LONESOME ANY
MORE.

COPYRIGHT DARYL BENSON/MASTERFILE
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GRANT

SPOTLIGHT H I STO RYON THE AIRWAVES

National Park Service, University of Montana Partner for Public Television

Anasazi ruins deep below the waters of Glen Canyon National Park, on the Arizona-
Utah border. The remains of old frontier ranches at the bottom of the lake at Texas’
Amistad National Recreation Area. Often spectacular, seldom seen, what lies beneath
the waters of the national parks may soon air in America’s living rooms, thanks to a
grant from the National Park Service's National Center for Preservation Technology and
Training.

Few viewers are pobably aware that some of the most groundbredking preservation work
is being done underwa er by the National Park Service. As dvers from the agency$
Submerged Resources Center descend on an assetment of shipwreds and sites, filmmakers
will document heir work in a series d programs, to air initlly on Montana Puble
Televidon, wih potential nationwide distributibn.

The link between the National Park Service and Mntana Publ¢ Televison owes a little to
coincidence. MPT, an entityof Montana Sate University, happens to be near ¥llowstone
National Park.The university, wih one of the country’s most hghly regarded media arts
programs, has vor ked with the National Park Service on fims abaut the Yellowstone ecosys-
tem and the historic roads hat wind through severl parks in the Rockies. The idea for the
underwatr series was born while MPT wasdlfiming axcheologists diving on he wreck of an
18th century British ship in Biscayne Mtional Park in Florda.

The Submerged Resources Center’s impressive record of research has produced a vast am
largelyuntapped video archive. This footage will augment newilm shot during he actua
projects. So far, bur episodes have been funded with the help of $80,000 in NCPTT grants.

Two films are reag for broadcast on M. The first follows divers as theyinvestiga te
wredks in remote Dry Tortugas National Park df the Florida Keys—and features a guest dé
by actor and amateur diver Gene Hackman.The second accompanies acheologists as they
assess the wreck of the Ellis Island, which carried 12 milbn immigrants—mure than ary
other vessel—to their new hane in America. In use fom 1904 to 1954, he Ellis Island sank a
its slip in 1968 and has been onlie bottom since.

Production costs for the new series are expeted to be much lower than the averag
$100,000-per-half-hour PBS show, given the partnering d National Park Service equipmen
and expertise wth that of Montana Publt Televison. In-kind donations and existirg
footage are also expeted to make the enterprise mae economicallyvable.

The producers hope to connect with a national audience. Episodes will be aaiable
through American Publé Televison, a menu servicehat offers programming to local affli-
ates free of chage.

Future episodes will feature ational parks in Arizona and Hawaii, focusing on a B-29

Above, right: National Park

Service divers document the
wreck of the ferry Ellis Island. For more infamation on NCPTT grants, go to wwwncptt.nps.gov and dick on “About Us.”

bomber that disappeared imo Lake Mead in 1947 and vork being done on the USS Arizona.
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The Shining Mountains. Heght of Land. Curbus plains, rvers,
andinlets on a nmap thatis instantly familiar yet strage in detail,
a geography of conjecture and fancy A bearded, casually
dressed man fom the Bureau d Land Management®od
considering the image, wheth was illuminted on a lage
screen above him. Mike Cosby was speaking about
“avery old and a vey strongidea,” he existence
of a water route that crossedAmerica}
unknown intrior and could ddiver the
travder to the Pacific Ocean. He was tlk-
ingabaut a time when the Nation, as t
was known in 1803, stopped just
beyond the Mississippi and dis
appeared into mystry. No
one could guess what lay
beyond. “Not only did
] not know;” said
sby, “There was
noway tfind

»

out

oices

in the footsteps of lewis and clark

by joseph flanagan

Opposite: The Lewis and Clark
traveling exhibit on the National
Mall in Washington, DC.
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AWARD WINNER

JOHN COTTER AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ARCHEOLOGY

MOST EXCAVATION SITES are not much to look at, and arheologist Ken
Wild’s is no exception. Just an L-haped hole, crisscrossed wth stales and
string, barricaded to potect the public and keep te wild donkeys aut. But wth-
in the hole there lies a mass 6 articdated pre-Columbian materials just a few
feet awayfrom a pogcard-perfect crescent d pure whie sand that fades irto the
turquoise and cobdt of the Caribbean Sea.The workers scrubbing artifacts,
screening dirt, and excaating objects are not exlusivelya rcheologists, graduse
students, and ommunityvolunteers but also vistors, like me, who arrve on a
dailybasis 6r a languid @y a the beach and seize he chance to excavat histo-

ryinstead of sand cagles.

BY PAMELA S. TURNER
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THE BUCKS srop e

THEY CARRY THE LABEL of a long-defunct haberdashery in downtown
Washington, DC, a glimpse of a time long gone. Yet one can imag-
ine a young clerk at Raleigh’s on F Street looking up to find himself
face-to-face with none other than Harry S Truman looking for a
pair of his signature shoes. | THESE AND MANY OTHER ARTIFACTS from
the former president’s life are part of a new online exhibit—"The
Buck Stops Here: Harry S Truman, American Visionary”—produced
by the National Park Service’s Museum Management Program.
Personal items and political memorabilia from the Harry S Truman
National Historic Site in Independence, Missouri, provide much of
the site’s visual content. All are part of the collection kept today at
the Truman house. | THE SITE'S UNDERLYING STRUCTURE is a narrative of
Truman’s formative years, family experiences, and political career.
Each section is generously illustrated with museum items that bring

KHALED BASSIM/NPS

the period to life. In the section on the presidency, viewers see cam-
paign buttons from the time and “Harry Truman Soap” handed out
to voters. Original wardrobes, children’s toys, and items from Bess
Truman'’s kitchen are also displayed. | THE HOUSE ON 219 DELAWARE,
preserved as it was when the Trumans lived there, is now accessible
to millions thanks to a virtual tour. The kitchen, study, parlor, and
other rooms can be viewed in panorama with the drag of a mouse
on the computer. | ALL OF THE OBJECTS can be enlarged and viewed
in detail. Photographs from the Harry S Truman Library will also be
included in the web exhibit, which will be online at
www.cr.nps.gov/museum/exhibits/hstr. The feature goes live on
April 27. Appearing on the same date will be a lesson plan for
teachers produced by the National Park Service’s Teaching With
Historic Places program.
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Above: Ken Wild, archeologist
at Virgin Islands National Park.
Opposite: Caribbean shoreline
where the sites are located,
with one of the oldest stand-
ing structures in the Virgin
Islands-dating back to possibly
the 1680s-which today houses
the archeology lab and muse-
um. Previous page: Taino vessel
as it was found.

Caribbean archeology? Most of us imagine a downed galleon’s treasure,
the spare change that fell from Spairs pockets on the way home. But right on one
of the most popular beades of Virgin klands National Park, Wild—the park
archeologist—found something far rarer: a p-ColumbianTaino ceremonal area
that fits the description of a church or temple area.The Taino were he first
Americans to meet Columbus, andte first to find that encounter catastrophic.
“This is the first time we’ve recognized a Taino ceemonial area in the
Caribbean—described b the Spanish as heir temple or church,” says Wild, who
points out that the site on Cinnamon Bayis not only regionallybut international-
ly significant. “‘Many of the offerings were shellfish, which preserved well in the
archeological record. Their partictiar articdation, context, and depostion have
made it just hat much easier to discern that these were most probably offerings”

EXCAVATING THROUGH HIS BEACHFRONT METER OF TAINO HISTORY, WILD DIS-
COVERED UNUSUALLY DISCRETE LAYERS OF ARTIFACT ASSEMBLAGES. BY PURE
LUCK, PLANTERS IN THE EARLY 18TH CENTURY BUILT A ROAD RIGHT OVER THE SITE,
PROTECTING IT FOR NEARLY 300 YEARS FROM THE DISTURBANCES OF TREE ROOTS,
ANIMALS, AND MAN.

HOUSE OF THE SPIRITS

“All their kings . . . have a house . . . in wheh there is nothing other than images d
wood, carved in relief, that theycall zemis,” wrote Chriopher Columbus in 1496.
“Nor in that house is work done for any other purpose or service han for these
zemis, wih a certain ceremamy and prayer, whth they go there to make, as we gob
church. In this house they have a well-carved table . . . on which there are sane
powders they put on the head of the aforesaid zemis, naking a certain ceremay;
afterward theyinhale this powder with a forked tube theyput into the nose.”

Most of what we know abait the Taino comes from early Spanish vistors,
including Columbus and his son Ferdinand. Columbus made his first lankitn a
Balamian beach in font of a Taino village. He calledliem “very gentle.” When
asked by the Spanish who hey were, they replied “Taing” which means “good” o
“noble,” possibly to distinguish hemselves fiom the fiercer kland-Caribs who
occupied the Lesser Antilles. (For mary years, he Taino were referred to as
“Arawals” because their language is inlte Arawalan family, but true Aawals live
on the South American mainland.)laino served Columbus as guiles and irter-
preters; six became he first Americans to vist Europe. Unfortunatdy, the atten-
tions of Spain would bring the Taino nothing but disaser.

The Cinnamon By sit was first dlentified nearly8o years ag buta 1995 storm
prompted the excavation. “From some testing in 1992, we knew it was a vgr
important ste,” says Wild. “But after Hurricane Marilyn we lost our bfief zone”
The excavation was begun in fily 1998 in an efort to recover as mich data as pos
sible before the site is lost to the Caribbean Sea.

KEN WILD/NPS
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ABOVE AND RIGHT: KEN WILD/NPS

Until Wild’s investigation, little research had
been done on the pre-Columbian resdents of
the northern Virgin Blands who were here
just before European contact. Although Taino
inhabited the Bahamas, Pueto Rico, Cuba,
Hispanbla, Jamaica, andie Leeward Flands,
most information on them (documentary and
archeological) came from Hipaniola and
Puerto Rico. The culture of the Virgin Klands,
called Eagern Taino, was believed to hwe a
lower level of cultural development.

By the 15th century, the Classic Taino culture
of Hispanbla and Pueto Rico had developed
into a complex society with large villages &
1,000 to 2,000 people gverned by a cacique
(chief). The Taino raised crops of cassava,
maize, and sweet potatoes using mound farm
ing. They fished, hamvested shellfish, and ae
manmatees, reptiles, and dogs.

Families lved in round thatched huts and
slept in woven otton hammods. Dugout
canoes—same large enough to carry a hundred
people-were used to travel between the
islands.

The Taino also onstructed petroglyph-dec-
orated plazas and ball ourts. Their game—
whichwasbothrecreatinal and ceremonal—
involved hitting a rubber ball wth any part o

the body except the hands or feet. In matrilin-
eal Taino society, women played as well as
men.

Taino pottery was decoratd with incised
lines or wth elaborat animal or human-ani
mal forms. Zemis (spirits 6gods or ancegors)
were made d wood, bone, shell, coral, cotton,
or stone. Some were cawed in an unusud
“three-pointer” shape. Zemis, considered to
have great power, were daced in special tem-
ples (caneys).

The Taino also crafted kaborat ceremonial
stools (duhos) from wood or stone. When
Columbus vidted a Cuban cacique, he was
seated on a gold-decorated duho—no doubt
to his great delight.

TIDY LAYERS TELL A STORY

“If they had been alloved a few centuries ¢
reprieve fiom Spanish rulelleymight well have
. .. developed the kind of commercal linkage
with civilized peoples  Middle America hat
... would have made it possible Hr them to
acquire writing,matehood, and other elements
of the mainland civilizaons, as their fellow
islanders, the British and he Japanese, had
already done in Europe ard Asia,” wrote Irvig

WILD BELIEVES THE
UNUSUALLY NEAT,
SEQUENTIAL LAYERS
OF POTTERY, SHELL-
FISH, AND ANIMAL
REMAINS REPRESENT
THE ACCUMULATION
OF CENTURIES OF
OFFERINGS.

26
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Above left:
Fragments of
offering
vessels
helped map
Caribbean
natives’
religious
development.
Above right:
Shells found
at the site.

The Caribbean’s Human Currents

Six thousand years ago,

For many years,

In 1970,

In 500 BC the Saladoids,

Torres is supported
From 1200 to 1500 AD,
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Rouse, a leading aithority on the Taino. But hisory
took a different route, leaving stes like this to tell
the Taino gory.

Excavating through his beachfront meter of
Taino higory, Wild discovered unusuallydiscrete
layers of artifa¢ assembhges. By pure luck,
planters in the early18th century built a road rght
over the site, protecting it br nearly3oo years fim
the disturbances & tree roots, aninals, and man.
“The way the material culture fell into distinct cat-
egories was reallgtrarge,” says Wild. “Most of the
time, ceramic styles show graduad shifts. But
remaikably, out of hundreds of pottery shards not
a sirgle shard attributable to a particdar pottery
style was bund mixed wth a different style”

The explanation, Wild realized, ould be found
in the writirgs of Frey Bartolome de Las Casas,
who arrved in Hispaniola in 1502. “We found that
in the season when they gathered the harvest of the
fields they had sown and citivatd . . . they put
this portion of first fruits o the crops in the great
house of the lords and caciques, whih they called
caney, and hey offered and dedicd#ed it to the
zemi,” wrote Las Casas. “Allhe things offered
in this way were left either until ey rotted . . .
or until tey spoiled, and tus they were con-
sumed?”

Wild believes the unusuallyneat, sequentil lay-
ers of pottery, shellfish, and animl remains repe-
sent the accumulation of centuries o offerings.
The caney that Wild uncovered had been in ©n-
tinuous use for almost 600 yearsThe artifacts
proved that the Virgin kland Taino were mae cul-
turally advanced than previously believed, firmly
within the Classic Taino traditbn. The excavation
also provided a tartalizing glimpse irto Taino soci
ety as it became increasigly complex and dmi-
nated by the elite.

This change can be traced though the clayzemi
figures that once decorated the caney’s ceremordl
offering pots. Some of the reconstricted pots had
round holes punched in the bottom, a practice that
for some Native American gooups symbolizes he
release of the soul. Many of the clayadornos have
bat/human érms, a ommon motifin Taino art.
“They think the dead wamder at nght and eat he

THE EXCAVATION
ALSO PROVIDED
A TANTALIZING
GLIMPSE INTO
TAINO SOCIETY
AS IT BECAME
INCREASINGLY
COMPLEX AND
DOMINATED BY
THE ELITE.

Left: Remains of
Taino pottery.

KEN WILD/NPS
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fruit of the guanmba [guava],” wrote Spanish hitorian Pietro Martir
d’Anghiera. Because bats flew at ght and ae guava, they were believed b
be the spirits o ancegors. Wild shows me a small ceramic zemi wth
round empty eyes, a juting chin, and curous saucer-shaped nostrils—a
“bat nose.” “This fgure is probably an ancegor,” explains Wild. “It was
found approximatdy mid-level, probably made aound 1200 AD” The
zemi represents access to the ancegors’ spirit vorld.

Wild picks up two other clay fgures. “In the next level, we found this
facewth a batnose and a chief headdress. We know fom the Spaniards
that only Taino caciques wore headdresses.The iconographyis changing;
it seems to suggest that now the Taino are worshipping not just ancetors,
but the cacique’s ancesors. Ancestors are being used to legitimizelte
power and gatus of the cacique. In me of the last hyers, we bund this fig-
ure wih a chiefs headdress, but no bat nose. AsTaino society became
more hierarxhical, he chiefhad greaer status. Pethaps he could expect to
be worshipped mare directly. An important shift inTaino societymaybe
reflected in these zemi figures”

“They believed these zemis gave them water and wind and sun Wwen
they had need of them, and lkewise children and oher things they want-
ed to have,” wrote Las Casas. Caciques ancdhamans (behiques) wuld
enter the caney to communicde with the zemis. The ceremony involved
ritual purifcation using specil vomiting sticks, often beautifully carved
from mamtee ribs. As Columbus noted, he cacique and behique wuld
inhale a hallucinogen, whoba, through a forked tube held to the nose.
Through the cohoba ceremmy, the cacique and he behique were ale to
enter the supermatural realm d the zemis. “These soothsayers make peo-
plebelieve,” wrote d’ Aighiera. “hdeed they enjoy great aithorityamamg
them, for the zemis themselves speak to hem and predict future matters
to them. And if any sick man gets well, they persuade him hat he has
achieved this ly the grace of the zemi?”

ARCHEOLOGIST FOR A DAY
As Wild explains the significance of the material culture, curious tourists

wander by. “What are you digging for?” asks a woman toting a beach bag.

Wild patiently directs her to a neaby information board, and emourages
her to volunteer. I ask Wild if the constant parade 6 visitors is annoying.
“Oh, no” says Wild, who as a MNtional Park Service acheologist has
worked on Civil War, Rewlutionary War, and poneer sites—as well as
underwater shipwreks and Spanish frtresses. “It’s sad wen the commu-
nity can’t get ivolved, when nobody knows what you’re doing. Byimwolv-
ing the public in the investigation like this you get a chance to engender a
positive effect on a lot of people, and inspire hem to preserve their her-
itage?

Since the excavation began in 1998, an aerage d 1,000 wlunteers a year
donated between 12,000 and 14,000 hours tohie project. After a sha't

training sesson, volunteers (chil-
dren need an adilt along) are set b
work washing artifacts and screen
ing dirt. Long-term vdunteers
carefully excavate atifacs. As
Wild spoke, my three children
scrubbed arcient offerings of

shells and parotfish bones.
Children wlunteers at Cinnama
Bay hawe found stone tools, shell
beads, dayzemis, and caved teeth.
A man and his son 6éund a gld
disk in the “fine” screen, pobably
an eye inhy for a cawed wooden
statue.

A variety of groups from the
mainland ome to participge—like
seniors, Boy and Girl Sout troops,
and students from high scools
and gradude field programs. Owr
high school class raised maey to
come. Once a week the site hosted
a local £hool group’s participatin
after an oriemation in the class
room.

On site, the volunteers are roated
on a schedule to each work station,
manned by either a student irtern,
park ramger, or experienced locd
volunteer. This allows them to
grasp all aspects bfield investiga-
tion including the laboratory wok.

AN AVERAGE
OF 1,000
VOLUNTEERS
A YEAR
DONATED
BETWEEN
12,000 AND
14,000
HOURS TO
THE PROJECT.

Left: Designs
visible in care-
fully exposed
Taino vessels.
Opposite:
Anthropologist
Anna Lawson
volunteers her
time on the
excavation.
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Almost all chools in the region participaed in the investi-
gation, as does the local oollege. For you archeologists out
there, this onlyrequired ©our hours a week wayfrom scien-
tific endeavors and responsililities, but the rewards wee
immeasuable in community support—and work accom-
plished.

“We couldn’t do it wihout these volunteers,” says Wild,
“and it would not have been possible without the parks
friends organizaton.” Archeology in patnership with a
friends group is a win-win poposition. Through the friends
organizaton it’s possible to raise fundsdr a specific need
such as archeology. And by making the reseaxch public, you
help the friends group help the park by raising resource
awareness.This enhances he group’s ability with funding
because the public participation inevitably leads to
increased membership

Partnering wth the friends goup allowed for a greder
involvement by the communityand local businesses too
The partnerships povided the funds for a ollege intern
program wih student stipends. “A lot d funding comes
from donations—from volunteers and uniersities like
Syracuse and Smthern Maine,” sgs Wild.

The St. John community(popuation 4,500) has respaded
enthusiastically. Local students pganize fundraisers; a jew
elry shop makes silver and bonze zemi jewelry and donates
all of the sales. The Friends of the Virgin kland National
Park recertly raised $40,000 to house and hopaillydisplay
Taino and pantation-era artifacts.

Thanks to local business @nations this program contin-
ued past the initial first year’s funding, and mw, four years
later, it continues today. These partnerships also madeti
possible to house the students and project scientists on this
very expensive island, through donations to the friends by
local campgounds. As it turned ait the campgrounds ben-
efitted, as te students provided lecture programs Dr their
vidtors. The lectures in turn bought in mary more volun-
teers and ensured hat students were well acquairted with
the research. Many times when funds were low a number D
interns signed on as volunteers.

One of the primay success stories was on-§te community
involvement.The volunteers made it possible to ontinue
educational programs vhen intern numbers were lov. One
very talented volunteer guide, Linda Palmer Smth, was a
primay organizer, recruer, adrertiser, and artistdfr the site
presentations. As a wmic strip wrter, artist, and jaywrght,
she made sure hat the tours were both edicational and

VOLUNTEERS ARE ROTATED ON
A SCHEDULE TO EACH WORK
STATION, MANNED BY EITHER A
STUDENT INTERN, PARK RANGER,
OR EXPERIENCED LOCAL VOLUN-
TEER. THIS ALLOWS THEM TO
GRASP ALL ASPECTS OF FIELD
INVESTIGATION INCLUDING THE
LABORATORY WORK.

Below:
Students, ever-
present at the
site, ranged in
age from first
grade to col-
lege. Opposite:
Student
involvement
often led to
original discov-
eries.

ABOVE AND LEFT: KEN WILD/NPS

entertaining. In 1999, hie wrote a pay tha incorporatd the
Taino beliefs and cdture, which was presented to a paded
house every Satudaynight for four mamths. All 65 cast and
production members, d course, were wlunteers. Working
with the volunteers, visting project scientists—like the
zooarcheologist Irv Quitnyer of the Florida Museum o
Natural History and ceramic spedilist Emily Lundberg—
found that they could accomplish so much more.
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Academicivolvement gayed a major role. “Syracuse Unversity helped to excavat plan-
tation-era buildirgs—also eroding on he beachfront,” says Wild. He believes they have
found in one eroding structure pethaps the first physical evidence of a significant chapter
in Caribbean hitory—the St. John slawe revolt of 1733. The research may shed some light
on the 200-year @p in St. John history between the disappearance 6the Taino in the 15th
century and the arrval of Danish olonists in 1718. Maly matrials recovered by Doug
Armstong of Syracuse suggest hat other Europeans had pobably settled this stretch of
beach before the Danes laid daim.

In some areas he historic era is iterlaced wih prehistoric remains. Wien Columbus
sailed through the Virgin Islands in 1493, his onlyrecorded contact with local inhabitants
was on St. Croix; it is unlear whether they were Taino or Fland-Carib The Tainomay have
already abandoned St. John, possiblybecause ¢ Island-Carib atacks. Preliminay analysis
may wdl provide at least a heory of wha happened to the St. John Taina Artifact stud in
the lab may tale the Cinnamon Biy Taino site back to 600 AD.

THE ZEMIS’' PROPHECY
With the coming of the Spanish, the Taino were PHrced to work on encomiendas (estates)—
ranching, farming, and mininggdd. The hard work, poor diet, and exposure to European
diseases quikly took their toll. At the time of Columbus’ first wyage, the Taino population
of Hispanibla alme numbered in te hundreds of thousands. Byi509—a mere 17 years
lattr—only60,000 remained. In 1542,ative communities were delared free ty the Spanish
crown.There were only6oTaino left on Pueito Rico to celebrate what they had taken bliss-
fully for grarted a half-century earlier

According to legend, the zemis had warnedlte Taino of their fate. “The zemis [prophe-
sied] that not mary years would go by before a people covered with clothes would reach
theisland, and hey would end all those rtes and ceremonies . . . and wuld kill all their
children or deprive them of freedom,” wrote d’Arghiera. “When truly they saw the
Spaniards. . .lhey resolved that they were the people of the prophecy. And they were not
mistaken . . . not even a memoy is now left of the zemis, who hawe been transpated to
Spain so that we might be acquairted with their modkery and the devil’s deceptbns?

More than a memay has surfaced on he beach at Cinnamon By, as the zemis return o
tell the story of the Taina

AT THE TIME OF COLUMBUS’
FIRST VOYAGE, THE TAINO
POPULATION OF HISPANIOLA
ALONE NUMBERED IN THE
HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS.
[BY 1542] THERE WERE ONLY
60 TAINO LEFT.

Opposite: Detail of Taino artifact.
Above: Archeologist Ken Wild at
work.

Pamela S.Turner is a frekance wrier in Orinda, CA. Contact her at pstrst@pacbell.net. Ken
Wild can bereaded at ken_wild@nps.gv.

ON THE WEB

For more information about the Friends of the Virgin klands National Park—and wlun-
teering—see their webdte at www.friendsvinpug. The site also has inbrmation about the
project, lesson plans for elementary and mildle school teachers on the prehistory of the
Virgin klands, and salestems that fund the archeological reseach.
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The man ¢ood in a cavernous tent, just warm enough to beomfortate, with
raw earth underfoot and a vague feeling bthe frontier abait it. Outside, in the
shadow of the Washingbn Monument, people in mudly boots stepped around
tent stakes, busily establishing semi-permanence}tte peculiar limbo between
here and gone that is the same in encampmentstie world over. This isammg
the first stops for Corps of Discovery II: 200 Years to he Future, the travding
exhibit that will spend three and a hlf years crossing he country in commemo
ration of the 20oth annversaiy of the Lewis and Clark expediton.

Presented by the National Park Service wth
the help of a long list of Indian tribes aml
State, local, and Fedenl agencies, the exhibit
will follow the original expedtion’s route
from St. Louis to Fort Clatsop and back.
Along the way it will not only educate, but
stimulate discussion on such varied (and iti-
matdy relatd) issues as dentity, hitory, cul-
ture, science, and humanalationships. This
will all be dne out of the back of an 18-
wheeler. Emblazoned with images of the
expedition’s characters and sceney, the semi
carries 80,000 pounds DHexhibit equipment
and six miles ¢ wiring to operate a full suite
of audiovisual caphilities. When Corps II
arrves at historic Lewis and Clarktopovers
across the country, it will prout three lage
tents, two of which serve as an exhilit that
tells the story of the trip, the other a 150-sea
auditorium for films, live performances, anl
presentations.

Gerard Baker, who is superintendent of
Lewis and Clark Ntional Historic Trail, is
doing double duty as superintendent of
Corps II. He is a member ¢ the Mandan-
Hidatsa tribe, whose ancesors met Lewis
and Clark vhen they came thiough North
Dakota. Baker says the concept of Corps II
began to take shape as the 200-year annver-
sary of the historic trek approached. “We
knew we had to do samething special for the
bicentennial,” he says. “We knew we needed

to bring it to the public. So we decided on a
travding exhibit . . . The goals are not onlyto
get to know the people and the pditics
behind the original Corps of Discovery, but
to see what’s happened since Lewis and
Clark came though?

Corps IIwill coincide with local bicentenni-
al events happening across he Nation over
the next few yearsThe National Park Service
has consulted dosely with the Lewis and
Clark Trail Hertage Foundation, a prvate
nonprofit organizaton with 40 chapters
around the United States, 30 of which are on
the trail itself. “Local citure” is an imegral
part d the presentation, says National Park
Service public inbrmation officer Jeff Olson.
Societies, clubs, and Mtive American goups
will all be invted to offer their knowledge,
stories, and points d view. “I think hat’s the
really special part,” sgs Olson, “how locad
communities reallhave an ownership d the
story.” The local Hundation chapters, he sas,
are “justimmersed in Lewis and Clafk.

Getting an appeciation for the breadth o
the expedition, says Olson, can sanetimes be
challenging. There is a beneft to the more
focused approach of indivilual @mmunities,
which can anwer questions like what Lewis
and Clark did in hat particdar pace ard
with whom they interaded. “These [local
chapters] reallydelve into that part,” Olsm
says. Chief of logistics Caol McBryant, who

“The goals
are not only
to get to
know the
people and
the politics
behind the
original Corps
of Discovery,
but to see
what’s hap-
pened since
Lewis and
Clark came
through.”

Gerard Baker,
Superintendent,
Lewis and Clark
National Historic
Trail and Corps of
Discovery Il
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Above: Visitors
take the audio
tour inside the
tent. Right:
Superintendent
Gerard Baker.

istravding with Corps II, says the
exhibit will “lelp spark he nation”
as a upplement to bicentennial
events planned across he country.
“From here all he way outto Fort
Clatsop they’re excited about our
arrval,” e says.

In Washingon, DC, Ranger J.P
McCarthy greeted vidtors coming
into the exhibit tent bundled up
against he cold. Rangers from as
far avayas Mesa Verde National
Park and Lirroln Home National
Historic Site are gending six-
month shifts wih Corps II. As the
origiml explorers did prior to
heading west, he National Park
Service daff is getting a feel Dr
how everything is going to vork.
McCarthy hands out audio sets ©
vidtors, who begin te self-guided

TOP AND ABOVE: JET LOWE/NPS/HAER
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Above: Exhibit staff in period dress. Opposite: Baker with
the semi that carries Corps Il.

Touring Lewis and Clark Sites on the
National Register of Historic Places

From St. Louis to Fort Clatsop and all the encampments between,
Internet users can follow the trail of the original Corps of
Discovery with “The Lewis and Clark Expedition,” the latest in a
series of National Park Service travel itineraries using properties on
its National Register of Historic Places as a unifying theme.

Timed to coincide with the expedition’s bicentennial, the itiner-
ary covers the breadth of the Lewis and Clark experience, combin-
ing an educational approach with encouragement to travel.

The site offers a wealth of background plus an interactive route
to the Pacific tied to 33 National Register properties that Lewis
and Clark actually visited. Tracing the Corps’ path, users can click
on places such as Traveler’s Rest in Montana, Lemhi Pass in Idaho,
or Chinook Point in Washington. A visit to any of these stops on
the trail yields color photos, an explanation of how the site fits
into the story, and practical information for visitors.

“The Lewis and Clark Expedition” links to local and regional web
sites too. Integral to the user-friendly itinerary is a series of essays
(“Preparing for the Journey,” “Scientific Encounters,” and “The
Trail Today"”) that cover aspects of the expedition.

To create the website, the National Register collaborated with
Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, the Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail, and the National Conference of State
Historic Preservation Officers.

For more information on the National Register and to view the
complete series of National Register travel itineraries, go to
www.cr.nps.gov/nr.

tour, and omments hat the exhibit “brings the flavar of
a national park to people who don’t have one”

The inner surfaces 6 the exhibit tent have images o
them, a denselycolorful storyboard where one imag
blends into the next as vistors follow the narmted expe-
dition from St. Louis up he Missouri and ifio unknown
territory Paintings by Karl Bodmer and Geoge Catlin
are prominertly displayed, as is a lage map at the tent’s
entrance deptting the route and the geography and
which so far appears to be ae of the exhibit’s biggest
attractons.

The larger tent, the Tent of Many Voices, is the venue
for presentations, films, and perérmances. Insde is a
stage behind whth hangs a laige screen for films, video,
and slide shows. Objects can also be pojected and
viewed fiom all perspecties. A 30-ton HVAC system
mounted in the semi provides heat and air onditioning.

This is where scores of Federal agencies explain their
stewardship d the public lands almg the trail, introdc-
ing visitors to the natural world encountered by Lewis
and Clark, he grasdands, Prests, and waterways. The
BLM’s Native Seed Program will discuss #tempts to
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MAP: NPS HARPERS FERRY CENTER. LEFT AND ABOVE: JET LOWE/NPS/HAER

“] think that’s the really special part-how local communities

have an ownership of the story.”

Jeff Olson, Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail
and Corps of Discovery Il

restore some of the plants that Lewis and Clark sw.
Agencies such as the U.S. Forest Service, he Bureau ¢
Reclamation, and e U.S. Geological Surveywill discuss
subjects like the explorers’ attempts to map the geogra-
phy and identify the flora and fiuna, as vell as modern
watrshed development and he repercussons brought
about by damming he rivers. Muscians will pay the
music of the time. Taxonomists and mammologists will
talk about the animals of the interior, doctors abaut
whether Lewis was a suide or muder vitim. American
Indians will ell their stories not only from an higorica
perspective, but takng in the future as well. Mike
Cosby—the BLM representative who spoke on the mys-
tery of what lay beyond the Mississippi in 1803—was
offering a presentation called “RealityCheck at Lemhi
Pass,” a omparison ¢ what Lewis and Clark thoupt
they would find with what they actuallydid. This was b
be followed by a showing  Ken Burns’ documenary
on the explorers.

That is just a small sampling d what visitors can expe
rience in he tent along Corps II’s oute. Six hours o
programming is sheduled every day Jeff Olson says it is

broken down into three components: the American
Indian perspectie, the Federal government’s preserva-
tion role, and the culture of the place where the exhibit
happens to be at the monent. Olson mentions the
Swedes in the Dakotas, and German immigrants who
came to the plains. “Whatever community we’re in,
we’re looking for the local culture, and bringing people
[whorepresent it] on stage as fresenters?”

Corps II will also be $opping at inner cityschools.
Baler says the exhibit will “take the story t those stu-
dents who may rnever have an opportunityto see those
rivers and mourtains that Lewis and Clark sw.”

“A primaly component,” Baler says, “is the Indian
communities.” He spent three yearsatking to tribes
along the route, who at first were keptical. McBryant
says that many view the Lewis and Clark expeditin as
“the beginning of the end of their culture?” Adds Baler,
“We'e still the Government in he eyes of a lot of Indian
people. And mary still don’t trust e Government.” Bu
the plan was ér the tribes to €ll their stories unadrned.
“Some of it is hurtful,” says McBryant. “Same of it is
hard ... [But] hat voice has alvays been a part 4 the
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planning.” Onceheyunderstood that they would have a voice, however, most tribes agreed
to participae.

As Corps Il rolls westward, pesentations in the Tent of Many Voices will be vileotaped, as
will origiml Lewis and Clark campses. Oral histories are being onducted along the way
and adled to the visual reord. This material is sent to the Peter Kiewit Institue of the
University of Nebraka, a National Park Service partnerThe institute is building an edica-
tional website as a @mpanbn to Corps II, which features a ditabase of images, vileos, and
maps.

Teachers can usehe material as a supplementin lessonsIribal elders who ome to the Tent
of Many Voices will be irterviewed andifmed, wih the footage gven to the tribes to pass m
to future genemtions.

All of CorpsII’s omponents come together to express the complex chain o events that fol-
lowed the expedition and how we ewlved as a Ntion afterward.The central theme—of
ramifcations far beyond 19th century geographyand politics and well into the realms d cul-
ture, science, andhe natural world—ultima telybrings the focus to the human element. Sys
Olson, “You can’t be irvolved in this very long before you start to ask yurself, “Who am I?
Where did I come from? Where am I going?’ People who knew lile more than that Lewis
and Clark were expleers. . . see where [they] fitin”

During the planning tages, Baker says he decided that more than anything else he was
interested in inciting curioity. “What I want people to ke with them is a whole bodload of
questions,” he s&s. As far as he effects of the exploration are mncerned, “Wete just touch-
ing the tip of the iceberg [regarding] clture and hitoryand mture”

Carol McBryant expands on he human sgnificance of the trek, explaining that the expe-
dition was made up 6 people of many cultures—Arglo, French, German, hdian, anl
African American—who Vied, worked, and erdured hardship togeher. “The choices they
made on a1y given day shgped our Nation,” she says. This is partictarlyimpatant or young
people to understand. “Especally with kids—the choices they male in their relationships
with each other and abait the earth will shape what the future will be lke.”

“You can’t be
involved in this
very long
before you
start to ask
yourself, ‘Who
am I1? Where
did | come
from? Where
am | going?’
People who
knew little
more than that
Lewis and
Clark were
explorers

see where
[they] fit in.”

Jeff Olson, Lewis
and Clark National
Historic Trail and
Corps of Discovery Il
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Top left: Corps Il
Superintendent
Baker with
Secretary of the
Interior Gale
Norton. Top
right: A per-
formance in the
Tent of Many
Voices. Right:
Baker with
image of
Hidatsa dancer
emblazoned on
exhibit tent.
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What does this mean in terms é evaluating teir integrityas an higoric resource? h
northern New Mexico we hawe historic acequia ystems—irrgation systems to most of
you—that are 300 years oldThey have been maintained by the same communityover all
that time, and hey continue to perform their historic function of watring the crops and,
incidentally, serving as a unifyingfce in the community. Buthe ditches hawe been dug
and redugandrealignedjte headgates and flumes Inve been replaced dozens of times, the
diversion dams and akeouts have been wased awayand redaced mae times than aryone
canremember. In sme cases the ditches are still unlined, but in dters they have been
lined wih concrete to decrease seepage and maimnance. What constitutes integritywith a
propertylike this?

The third problem is that properties of this sort are not what anybody envisoned when
the National Register was egablished. Let’s face it: he National Register and the National
Register process were set up to deal wth mansons and mmuments, batlefields and his
toric neighborhoods. Even archeological dtes aren’t a greatif to the National Register
process; traditdnal cultural properties still less so. But interstate highways?

Consider, for example, he National Register’s concern abaut boundaries. What are the
boundaries d Interstate 10? I mentioned to a friend that I was going to Florda, but I didn’t
know how I was going to get here yet—meaninghat I didn’t know where I would be
changing panes. And she said to me wih a perfedly straght face, “Oh, it’s eayp to get to
Florida. You just go down to the end of Wilmot here and turn left’ And of course, she was
quite correct; were I to bllow her advice, seveal days and sevenl States later I would,
indeed, arrve in Florida. Are we going to assesshe eligibility of I-10 as a whole, #king the
Route 1, Maine-to-Key West model? Should we examine it on a Sate-by-State basis?
Interchange by interchange?

And as for the public’s percepton of questions about the National Register eligitility of
these kinds of properties, I suspect that most of them, including mary preservationists,
would think that we had gone round the twist. When I told the folks at E1 Paso Natural Gas
that their “1100” pipeline (whih goes from El Paso to LA) might be eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places, well, if I'd still been the State Historic Preservation Officer, I
probably would have found myself in the Governor’s dfice in about an hour. Since El Paso
was actuallypaying me to geé them this unwelcome advice, I think hey had a hard tine
deciding whether to fire me or not.

The fourth problem with these kinds of properties is that theyare part éthe history of
the recent past, and we hve neither the perspective that comes from the passage d time
nor the experience of others in assessing simlar properties. The bad news is that everyone

ON 1-40 NEAR
GALLUP,NEW
MEXICO, A
STRANGE MIRAGE
GREETS TRAVELERS
GOING WEST
THROUGH THE
BEAUTIFUL RED
MESA VALLEY: AN
ENTIRE CITY, CON-
TAINED UNDER
ONE ROOF AND
OFFERING ALL THE
NECESSITIES AND
FRILLS OF MODERN
LIFE. THIS MARVEL
IN THE DESERT IS
MARKED BY AN
ENORMOUS,
MILLION-WATT
ELECTRIC SIGN
PROCLAIMING
“GIANT TRUCK
STOP!!"
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is equallyuncetain abait how to deal wih this issue.The good news?
Well, I guess that the good news is that you don’t haw to feel lone-
some any more.

So, what to do? Well, I do have some experience dealing wth an his-
toric highway: Route 66. ButI was rereadinglte study we commis-
sioned for Route 66, and it made me realizelat this experience is not
going to be as much help with the issue of interstates as I might wish.
There are tig differences between the two cases. Route 66 is not a liv-
ing, functioning engineered ystem; it is the fossilized remnants ¢
such a system, so the integrityissues are mich easier toaddress.

And Route 66 is not even linear anymre. It now consists of a small
number of discrete, bourdate properties. And even he public per-
ception issue is eay. Route 66 has pizzazz and nosalgia on its sde,
and it has hterstate 40 to do all the heavylifting. It is eag for the pub-
lic to love Route 66 in the abstract; ifthe same people who love it pas-
sionatdy today were still getting stwck behind an 18-wheeler going up
Nine Mile Hill out of Albuquerque, most d them would be screamirg
togetrid of that old road and build a six-lane freesy; which is exadly
what we have.

So, if Route 66 isn’t a good model, what can I suggest? I think we
have to deal wih two critical issues, and wedve to deal with those at
the national level. Those issues are scale and itegrity The interstate
highway sysem is unique. It is not onlynational in its level of signifi-
cance, it is mtional in scale.There is nothing else I can think d that is
like it. We have other propertytypes and hemes that are mtionwide,
but theyare not part 6a coherent, interconnected system, as are he
interstates. The significance of the system as a whole is going tolave
tobe addressed at a rtional level. And because o the living, furction-
ing nature of the interstates, we are also going to lave to resolve the
issue of what constitutes historical irtegrityfor such properties at a
national scale.This isn’t me of those places where we want to lave 50
different standards. On he other hand, the properties that make up
this national system exist at a local leel and, in maiy cases, will derve
their significance from the local impacts d the highwayand from
association with local events and people.

So my suggestion is that I think we have

been too focused on what the interstates
are, on their physical nature, their engineer
ing, their construction methods. We need
to step back from that and spend same time
thinking abait what they mean, abait
where theycame fiom, what theydid, arnd
what they do. In other words, historica
context.

Ithink we need a mtional context that
examines questons like, “How did this
change in how we move people and materi-
al around the nation come about and why?
How did the development of this system
change the nature of life in this country?
How were the locations of the interstate
routes chosen and why, and what influ-
enced those choices? Were these existing
historic corridors of travd?

“Who built this system ? What construc-
tion challenges had to be dealt with? What
breakthroughs in engineering and on-
struction resulted?”

Justas furdamertal are questbns that
speak to the heart of the historic preserva-
tion movement: “How do we capturehe
significance of interstate construction as a
galvanizing érce for preservationists? How
do we acknowledge that the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 arose in
part from the Federal highwaylegislation 10
years earlier? dw doweillustate the ties
between the interstates and the urban
renewal of the 1950s and 1960s—andfer
bellwether for preservation?”
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And we need State or regional contexts examining questins like, “How did
existing ommunities influencehe choice of route? What were the impacts
on the existing communities? What new communities were creted? How did
the growth of limied access highways influence the local economies? How
did the wayservices are povided change? How were the interstates built?
Who built them ?

Rereading he Route 66 study raised one importantissue hat I haven’treally
heard addressed anytere yet: What are the propertytypes? The Route 66
context includes extant sectbns of the road itself, burist wurts and motls,
gas stations, restaurants, curio shops and trading posts, and municipal read
side attractbons. Most discussions of interstates treat hese arteries as ifthey
existin a vacuum, butltey don’t. Like Route 66 before them, they have funda-
mentally altered the nature of roadside businesses, creatingheir own road
side culture.

Soin considering the significance of interstates, maybe we need to look not
only at the roadbeds, the bridges, the changing fashéns in interchanges, the
signage, the safetyfeatures, he sound and visual impact mgation features,
butalsoathelandscapingandlte restareas, atlte roaddde culture that the
interstates have created.

On I-40 near Gallup, New Mexdo, a straige mirage greets tavders going
west through the beautiful Red Mesa Valley: an entire city, ontained under
one roof and dfering all he necessities and frills d modern life. This mawel
in the desert is maked by an enormous, millin-wat electric sign proclaimirg
“Giant Truck Stop!!” to he accompaniment ¢ animated, electric, dancing fg-
ures.Though descriptie, the name of this outpost of consumerism deries
from the oil comparny with which it is affiliated. Acres of paiking, qualityfood,
oceans of coffee, game room, pharmacy,dundry and shower facilities,
Internet access, gifts, smvenirs, sna&s, cinnamon plls the size of soccer
balls, actual soccer balls, a wle varietyof clothing items, all this and much,
much more can be found at the Giant Truck Stop. It is a world maiked by
social stratification—“Trwckers Only” dgns set some dining areas and dter
facilities apart—andme that did not exist, could not have existed prior to the
interstate.

There can be no doubt that the interstate highway sysem has profoundly
changed this country. Its historical §gnificance is undeniable. Can this dgnifi-
cance be captured, iter preted, and represented for future genemtions
through the federally mandated processes for protecting and preserving his
toric places? Are the interstates a place? Or are heya process, like the
Industrial Revolution or urbanizatn? Should we try to preserve parts o
them? If so, what chara ¢eristics shaild those parts have? Should we think
about preserving interstates at all? ¥ we should, how do we think abaut that
preservation process? To answer these questions, we need a much deeper
understanding o the historical ontext within which this system was creged
and whth the system has spawned.

THERE CAN BE
NO DOUBT THAT
THE INTERSTATE
HIGHWAY SYS-
TEM HAS PRO-
FOUNDLY
CHANGED THIS
COUNTRY ...
THE QUESTION
IS: CAN THIS
HISTORICAL SIG-
NIFICANCE BE
CAPTURED,
INTERPRETED,
AND REPRE-
SENTED FOR
FUTURE GENER-
ATIONS?

Lynne Sebastian,
a former State
Historic
Preservation
Officer for New
Mexico, is Director
of Historic
Preservation
Programs for the
SRI Foundation in
Albuquerque. She
can be reached at
Isebastian@sri-
foundation.org.
This article was
adapted from a
paper presented at
the summer 2001
meeting of the
Transportation
Research Board
Committee on
Archaeology and
Historic
Preservation in
Transportation.
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Damaged A

B&O RAILROAD MUSEUM

Condition Improving v

B&O RAILROAD MUSEUM, BALTIMORE, WHOSE
ROOF COLLAPSED UNDER SNOW THIS WINTER

Number of landmarks removed
from the threatened list in the
last two years:

Number of landmarks
still at risk:

FORT DAVIS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE OHIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY

FORT DAVIS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, IN

TEXAS, WHICH RECEIVED A SAVE AMERICA’S
TREASURES GRANT

HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPH OF OHIO’S JOHN
PARKER HOUSE, A STOP ON THE UNDER-
GROUND RAILROAD THAT IS BEING RESTORED
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Battle Worn

Battlefield Study Looks at American Revolution, War of 1812

Few people passing though the grittyindustril setting of Chalmette,
Louisiana, would guess theyare at he site of the famous Battle of New
Orleans. Ships glde past oil refineries and ito a slip on the Mississippi
River, their crews uraware theyare doding at Andrew Jadkson’s head-
quatrters. What has become of the places where earlyAmerican hiory
was decided? The National Park Service has spentlte past three years
looking for an ansver, seaxhing out battlefields and other properties
assoch ted with the American Rewlution and the War o 1812.

Authorized by Congress in 1996, he research is an attempt to address
the threat posed by development and explae ways in which these
places can be preserved. In the case of the War of 1812, the study has
provided much-needed information on an event tat is little-commem-
orated. “Itis indeed one of the forgotten wars,” sps National Park
Service higorian David Love.

Members of the National Park Service$ American Battefield
Protection Program—am its Cultural Resources Geographic
Information Systems Unit—form the team lea ding thetudy. Working
with a list of 811 sites pproved by a blue ribbon panel of sholars and
other experts, the pogrants staff traired State and local peservation
officials in the use of gobal positioning systems to sirvey their jurisdic-
tions. Using hand-held GPS units, theylooked for clues that might irli-
cate a battefield, encampmert, or other site associated with the wrs.
Historic maps and other écuments assired surveyors that site baind-
ares were sound. The study also documented local phnning decisions.

The focus is divided between battlefields and properties wih a con-
nection to the wars, sich as buildirgs, archeological sites, or land-
scapes. Though still preliminau, the findings are eluciating.
“Fragmerted” is probably the best word to describe the 220 battlefields
analyzed. Cut up by modern land use, onlyabout 16 percent survve
intact.These, along with an additbnal 10 percent modentely compro-
mised by development, have potential for listing in he National
Register of Historic Places. Of518 assochted properties, 46 percert
retain enough irtegrityto be considered.

The National Park Service deeloped a database in whth surveyors
enter information direcly. The database could be “something of a gold
mine toresearhers in the future,” sys Lowe.

Data from the surveys has alloved researchers to produce overlay
maps. When the boundaries d Revolutionary War and War 61812 sites
are superimposed oer the maps, it shows their current reidential,
industral, or agricdtural use—giving a peture of their integrity This
information helps local preservationists develop ways to protect them.

Based on information gathered in the surveys, recommendations will
be made to the National Park Service andhe Secretary of the Interior
on how to preserve these vanishing landscapesfoearlyAmerica.

ABOVE: OLD FORT NIAGARA STATE HISTORIC SITE. MIDDLE AND BOTTOM: FORT GRISWOLD STATE PARK
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Opposite top: Old Fort Niagara in New York. Middle and bottom: Fort Griswold, from Revolution-era Connecticut.
Below: Kentucky’s Bourbon Iron Works furnace, reputed source of cannonballs for the Battle of New Orleans.

TEACHING
HISTORY GRANTS

Applications for
$100 million in
Teaching American
History grants are
available this spring
from the U.S.
Department of
Education. The funds
support local pro-
grams that actively
engage students in
understanding
American history. To
get a grant, schools
or school districts
must work with a
partner such as a
college, museum, or
park.

One of last year’s
grant recipients,
receiving $1 million
over three years, is
Weaving the Fabric
of American History,
a consortium of six
school districts, five
national parks, one
state park, the
College of William &
Mary, and the
Organization of
American Historians.

This summer teach-
ers from each district
and park-as part of
a three credit gradu-
ate course-will work
together in the
parks and at the col-
lege on lesson plans
and other ways to
bring history alive
for students. Thanks
to the OAH, they
will also join in dis-
cussions with lead-
ing historians.

Direct questions
about the Weaving
the Fabric of
American History
project to Heather
Huyck, the National
Park Service’s north-
east regional chief
historian at
Heather_Huyck@nps.
gov.

Grant details are on
the U.S. Department
of Education web-
site at www.ed.gov/
offices/OESE/TAH/in
dex.html.

BOURBON IRON WORKS
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People of the
Thick Fir Woods

Research Traces Connection Between Tribes and Voyageurs National Park

The people of the thick fir woods, as hey were known, lved for centuries almg the chain of
lakes in what is today Voyageurs National Park.The Chippewa’s remwsal from their traditdnal
land is, in maiy respects, the familiar sory of westward expanion in the 19th century. But dur
ing short excursons into the forests around Minnesota’s dke country, National Park Service
archeologist JeffreyRichner saw a diferent picture.

Though the Bois Forte Band of Chippewa were osensiblymoved to a reserwvation, mary con-
tinued to practice their traditonal way oflife on park land vell into the 20th century. As late as
1893, an Arglo canoeist noted the “Indian Wigwams” hat he passed almg the way. A about
the same time, an agent wth the Bureau d Indian Affairs obsewed
that the reservation’s log cabins were lagelyunoccupied.

For 16 years, Rehner, park citural resource specalist May Graves,
and archeologists from the National Park Service’s Midwest
Archeological Center have assembled this lost hitory from a host of
sources, syrthesizing information gained though routine activity: ite
inventory, mairtenance, campste management, and so on. “No ae
piece tells a lot—just litle snips here and here,” sys Richner. Maty
Graves complemerted the effort with exhaustive research into the
historical reord. The result earned a nomintion for a recent phn
Cotter Award br Excellence in National Park Service Acheology.

Interest in the region’s fur, timber, and minats prompted the Bois
Forte’s gradual dislocatin. But in spie of increasing pessure mary
remained in he park until at least 1920, living in wigwams and log
homes, fishing, hunting, anddllowing their traditonal practices.

Archeological sites within Voyageurs yelded evidence of the Bois
Forte’s presence—buttons, coins, diswware, and gass tems.
Structural remains are abudant, as are wiat appear to be gave sites.

Census reords, newspaper acounts, oral histories, and phoo-
graphs helped trace these Native Americans though time. An entry
in the Rainy Lake Journal from 1895 gives an example: “he Indians
have moved out of their log houses in the woods and reetablished
themselves in bark wigwams onifa Sha Point.” Ernest Bown, a locd
taxidermist, describes he Indians’ dancing, gthering wild rice, and mking birch bark canoes.

Annuitypayments—treatgompensatodn to the Bois Forte for the ceded land—show what
Richner calls he “strking continuity” d the group through time. Records of homestead appli
cations and df-reservation allotments clearlylink indidiials to tracts wthin the park.

The 1930s and 1940s saw an end tate Bois Forte’s living in Wyageurs. Resat developers
had discovered the lake country, and stresses on he environment made it dificult to grow rice,
one of the tribes’ gaples. According to Richner, the subject remains rdh with opportunities or
future reseach.

Above, left, and right: Historic photo-
graphs of the Bois Forte Band of
Chippewa. ALL PHOTOS VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK
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NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Gathering Recollections

National Park Service Collects Oral Histories of Tuskegee Crews

Though one of WWII’s most stirring episodes,lte story of the African
American fghter group that defied the odds with a formidable combat
record in the skies over Europe remains unknown to manThe Tuskegee
Airmen experience was piotal in the integration of African Americans ito
the armed Prces and a lmg step in the progression toward civil ights.

In 1998, the National Park Service acquired Mamn Field in Tuskegee,
Alabama, vhere the pilots trained Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site
is in its formative stages. Its rchest offering will no dubt come from the
oral histories of people who were actuallthere, now in the works.

The project began inAugust 2000 wih a nationwide search for former
pilots, medanics, parabute padkers, and others. According to Todd Moye,
the National Park Service hisorian in dharge, “We'e trying to get the most
complete story we can . . . It’s incrediblywch.”

The military assembled the first dass of pilots in 1941, who emeged sepa-
rate from their whie counterparts to face a mitary establishment keptical
of their ability. However, he Tuskegee Airmen destwoyed over 200 German
aircraftand earned a nititude of decorations.

The National Park Service has soli¢ed the help of Tuskegee Airmen,
Inc.—a group of former flyers who can put reseahers in touch with other
Tuskegee personnel-which is critical. “This is kierallya race against tint®,
Moye says. Of the 15,000 people wih a connection to the Tuskegee Airmen,
an estimated 2-3,000 are still alie. Many of the pilots came from other
parts d the country (some grew up amag New York’s African American
elite) and were not prepared Pr the kind of discrimiration they faced.

The oral histories will be a major part d the park’s irterpretive program.
Recordings and transcripts will bewaiabe to the public. For more on this
storyvisit the National Park Service web feature, “Legendsfoluskegee,” at
wWWww.cr.nps.gv/museum/exhibits/tuskegee.
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Learning from History

100th Lesson Plan Commemorates Supreme Court Ruling on School Integration

Teaching wih Historic Places, he National Park Service’s ward-winning edication pro-
gram, maked a significant milegone in Februay with the release of its 10oth online les
son plan, “New Kent Shool and the George W. Watkins School: From Freedom of
Choice to Integration,” in obsevance of African American Hisory Month.

The lesson features two Virginiachools that were the subject of the 1968 U.S. Supreme
Court decision, Green v. County School Board of New Kent County, Virginia. Coming 14
years afterBrown v. Board of Education ruled that sepamte schools for blads and whies
were inherertlyunequal, he Green decision placed an afirmative duty on school boards
to integrate schools. The lesson plan helps students explae the Green decision and into-
duces them to those responsible Dr integrating the public schools of New Kent County

“The places of America’s hitoryare pund in national parks and turn-d-the-century
industral districts, in battlefields and school houses—like these in New Kent County;”
explained National Park Service Diretor Fran Mairella in announcinghe lesson plan.
“Whether in a neghborhood or a national park, these places tell stories of struggle ard
success. Theyare part 6 a seamless ystem of tangible mnnections to our past. In a vorld
where ‘reality’ is increasghyvirtual, liese places are realTheyare aithentic. Theycap-
ture our imagintion, which in the clasgoom can be the key to unlocking a student$
interest”

Understanding he magic o the actual gaces where history happened, in 1991 the staff
of the National Park Service’s Ntional Register of Historic Places began working with
teachers to incorporat place-based learning ito the classroom. The lessons are used b
prepare students br field trips and, even moe frequently, to help classes explae places
they may rever vidt. “The value of using higoric places to teach higory, even though
you’re not there at the site, is that they help to bring history alive in a very, very, specific
and unique ontext,” said Jim Peroco, a teacder at West $ringfield High School in
Springfield, Virginia.

The lesson plans and he learnirg
experiences they shape are tightly
focused on places drawn exclusively
from the more than 76,000 listirgs
in the National Register of Historic
Places. With the support of the New
Kent County School Board, the two
Virginia shools were desgnated
National Historic Landmaks—and
concurrertlya dded to the National
Register—by Secretaiy of the
Interior Gale Norton on August 7,
200I.

Another trademark Hthe lessons
is that theyare dedgned tobe
organic.The Teaching wih Historic
Places program provides tools, guid-
ance, and ercouragement to mtion-
al and State park irterpreters, teah-
ers, professors, preservationists, and
others to wrte lesson plans based
on local resources. Lessons arelten
edited and publided online by
National Register staff.

In the case of the New Kent
County schools, an impressive army
of partners came togdter to create
the lesson plan.Three Ph.D. candi
dates at the College of William &
Mary—Jody Allen, Brian
Daugherity, and Saah Trembanis—
researched and wrote he lesson,
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ALL PHOTOS NPS NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS SURVEY

Left and right:
George W.
Watkins School,
in New Kent
County, Virginia.
Middle: New
Kent County
School.

with assigance from Frances Davis, Na’Dana Smh, and Megan
Walsh, members d the class of 2002 at New Kent Hgh School. To
fund the students’ work, the College of William & Ma1y, the New
Kent County School Board, the National Conference of State
Historic Preservation Officers (a continuing partner), andle
National Park Service joinly applied for a grant fom the Virginia
Foundation for the Humanities and Public Blicy’s African-American
Heritage Program.

The lesson plans rely on the historiads fundamertal tool—primay
sources. In “New Kent £hool and the George W. Watkins School:
From Freedom of Choice to Integration,” students are alsed to ana-
lyze photographs from the school’s yearbods, a map of the county,
excerpts from the 1968 decision, and irterviews wth keyparticipants
in the case, including Dr. Calvin Green, who bought the suit decided
by the Supreme Court.

Lesson plans also suggest activities todlp students applywhat they
hawe learned. In he New Kent Countylesson gan, students ae
encouraged to onduct an interview wih someone familiar wth the
debates over school desegregation, to researh the history of their
own school, compare it to vhat they have learned abait the Virgina
schools, and wrfe from the perspective of someone who lived during
those times.

Charles S. Whie, a Professor of Education at Boston University,
introduces Tea ching wih Historic Places to his dasses of aspirirg
teachers. “We want children to be acte in their learning,” he sps.
“We wanthem to construct their knowledge of history. One way to
get them to do that s to get them to ‘do history’ the way tha histori-
ans do, the way tha we try to have kids ‘do science’ in he classroom
the way tha scientists do. Teaching wih Historic Places allows us®
do that”

All too Tea ching wth Historic Places lesson gans are aailable on
the National Park Service webite at www.cr.nps@y/nr/tvhp.

“"We want
children to be
active in their
learning. We
want them to
construct their
knowledge of
history. One
way to get
them to do
that is to get
them to ‘do
history’ the
way that
historians do.”

Charles S. White,
Professor of
Education, Boston
University
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